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Collaborative Study

> Penn State University

Carolyn Sachs Hema Swaminathan

Fern Willits Amy Trauger

JiII Findei's Atsuko Nonoyama
Natalie Jolly

> Collaborators at the Economic Research Service,

USDA
» National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS),

USDA



Sunvey of ULS. Famm Woemen

> |_ast majer nationall survey: of fiarm women
conducted by Resenfeld in 1980

»> Penn State survey:
April 2001 telephone survey

2,661 farm women respondents
Also surveyed a subset of farm men



Survey Topics

> Perceptions of salf as a fiarm Wwoman

> Involvement in farm work

> Computer use to support farm operation
> Involvement in farm decision-making

> Adoption of sustainable farm practices
» Land ownership and inheritance

» Off-farm work/nonfarm businesses



Who participaied in the survey?

> Average age 93 \/ears
> Education %
Did not graduate from high school !
High school graduate 40
Education beyond high school 53

> Agriculture-related education 9



[Demographic Characteristics (cont.)

%

>\White non-Hispanic 93
>Married 93
»>|_ocation of survey respondents:
Midwest 41
South 40
West 13
Northeast 6

»Grew up on farm or ranch 46



Farm Characteristics

> Distribution of fiarms by sales class very
similar to USDA survey: distribution

»Produced one or more crops 57%
»Had animals (principally beef cattle, 68%
equine, dairy, poultry, sheep or goats,
hogs)



VW hal do the stuay. results Snow:?

Onpsenvaien L5 Overnall of farm Wemenin
the U.S. consider themselves as™ main
T thefarm or ranc




j% oI U.S, Tarm Women consiaer themselves

‘The main operator or one of the man
Dperators of the ftarm or ranch’




Figurel. U.S. Farm Women As Main Farm Operators*

*higher concentrations in blue



Specific Roles

Principal farm operator
Full agricultural partner
Business manager
Agricultural helper

No Involvement

Ol S U N

%

9.6
30.8
(.2
33.0
19.4



High involvement Medium involvement L ow/no involvement

Figure 2. Self-perceptions of Level of Farm Involvement of
U.S. Farm Women







|nvolvement 1n Farm WWork

Increasing invelvement

>Applying fertilizer, herbicides,
Insecticides

»Doing other field work without
machinery

»Making maor purchases of farm
and ranch supplies and equipment

1980 2001

1753 198

42.3 47.5

37.1 48.0



|nvolvement 1n Farm WWork

Decreasing Invel vement 19801 2001

______ 0/fy -~

»Plowing, disking, cultivating, 37.4 32.9
planting

> Taking care of farm animals 66.1 59.1

»Supervising the work of:
Other family members 49.4 35.8
Hired farm labor 36.1 28.1



Computer Use

> 55% of farms in sample have acomputer

> \Women use computers for wide range of tasks
(more than 75%)

> Tasks:
Accessing farm/ranch information
E-mailing farm consultants or ‘ experts
Tax preparation, bookkeeping, record keeping



|nvolvement 1n Farm Decisions*
1980 2001

>\Whether to buy or sell land 61.3 /3.1
>\Whether to rent more or less land 52.2 64.6
»\Whether to buy major farm 47.8 57.8

equipment

*By sdlf or jointly with someone else




|nvolvement 1n Farm Decisions*
1980 2001

>\Whether to produce something new, 42.0 52.8
such as a crop or anew breed of

lIvestock

>»Whether to try anew production 374 52.8
practice

»\When to sell products 40.2 48.9

*By sdlf or jointly with someone else







Wor king-age

Figure 3. Prevaence of Off-farm Work Among U.S. Farm Women




Figure 4. Off-farm Employment of U.S. Farm Women*

*higher concentrationsin blue



Reasons for working off-farm Very Very or
7 |mportant  SOMewhat

|mportant
______ 0/ ==~
»Money for household expenses 68 90
»Money for the farm operation 33 57
»Job benefits 54 63

»T0 develop or use job skills 53 79



> Vil e Wenmen consiaer tnEMSEVESIas imelin
O[IENALONS;

> Oli-TammWorkiISipreviaing INCome et iox
Nousenold ana'fiarm

> \Women are taking a much great
decision-making




	Penn StateSurvey of U.S. Farm Women
	Collaborative Study
	Survey of U.S. Farm Women
	Survey Topics
	Who participated in the survey?
	Observation 1:  Over half of farm women in the U.S. consider themselves as ‘main operators’ of the farm or ranch.
	Figure 2.  Self-perceptions of Level of Farm Involvement of U.S. Farm Women
	Involvement in Farm Work
	Involvement in Farm Work
	Figure 3.  Prevalence of Off-farm Work Among U.S. Farm Women

